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2
nd

 March 2015 

 

Dear Aida, 

 

Death of activist puts in question APP’s social policies 

 

Forest Peoples Programme has recently learned of a serious case of violence carried out by 

the security forces of Asia Pulp and Paper in Jambi. We urge an immediate, impartial and 

inclusive investigation and actions to secure justice.   

 

According to local civil society groups and newspaper reports, on Friday 27
th

 February 2015, 

the security forces of Asia Pulp and Paper in Tebo District in Jambi province are reported to 

have resorted to the brutal beating, abduction and extra-judicial killing of a community 

activist from the local farmers’ union. 

 

Although the circumstances and details need clarifying, enough evidence has already 

emerged to provide prima facie evidence that APP’s security forces have used 

disproportionate and unjustifiable force in dealing with the local farmers union.  

 

We are hereby calling for APP to fully collaborate in an immediate, impartial and inclusive 

investigation which should include the local government, local NGOs, IMN and DKN and if 

possible Komnas HAM. Furthermore APP must give every assistance to local authorities to 

ensure the criminal prosecution of all persons accused of these crimes and meanwhile APP 

should suspend all staff from the security units implicated in this case and take steps to ensure 

they do not collude in destroying or fabricating evidence. 

 

We look forwards to Asia Pulp and Paper issuing a public notice immediately clarifying its 

willingness to collaborate in such an investigation and undertake such measures. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Dr Marcus Colchester 

Senior Policy Advisor  

mailto:info@fppwrm.gn.apc.org

